THE ZION’S WATCHMAN, 


PUBLISHED BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE 


Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 
IN SYDNEY. 


‘fe THAT READETH LET HIM UNDERSTAND.” 


Nos. 2)—21. SATURDAY, OCTOBER, 14, 1854. Vol. 1 


AN EPISTLE OF THE PRESIDENCY OF THE AUSTRALIAN 
MISSION. 


To tHe Saints 1n Austratasta, GREETING: 

Beloved Brethren, it is now fn rng: months since we took upon us the 
Presidency of the mission to Australasia, having been appointed to that power, 
by the authorites in Zion. 

The peculiar message that we brought, (the marriage law of the new and 
everlasting covenant,) was the source of great difficulties and some d 
of opposition, but by the spirit of the Lord we have been enabled to sequins 
the teaching and instructions relative to that law, and the high and holy prin- 
ciples upon which it is founded, according to the capacities of the Saints, 
and the degree of their faith ; and in every instance where our counsel has 
been obeyed, the Saints have stood faithful, and they have received light 
and intelligence upon those principles until their prejudices have been allayed 
and they established in the truth. ra 

For this and other kindred objects the “ Zion’s Watchman” was issued, 
and we feel thankful to our Heavenly Father, that in no very small degree 
it has accomplished that end. Its influence has been felt, not only among 
the Saints, but also throughout every ramification of society, for being widely 
and gratuitously circulated, it has thus been read by all classes in these co- 
lonies, and has thus been instrumental of much good. 

The itous circulation of the “‘ Watchman,” and the heavy expenses 
under which it is published, has caused us to struggle under great pecuniary 
difficulties. We thank such of the Saints, as have rendered us assistance 
in bearing its expenses,.and pray that our Heavenly Father may bless and 
prosper them: such as have not assisted, we exhort to greater faithfulness 
and dilligence in obeying counsel ; we say to all Saints, lay aside all selfish 
feel and worldly-mi ness, and freely contribute’of your substance for 
the rolling forth of the work of the Lord, and we say unto you, in the name 
of the Lord, that inasmuch as you shall obey our counsel, you shall be blessed 
spiritually and temporally, and that to your own astonishment. 
| Our counsel to all the Elders in these colonies is, to preach the first prin- 

ciples of the gosrel in all simplicity, walking before the Lord wigh a meek and 
humble spinit, enforcing the principles you preach, by a pure and holly life. 
Watch and pray lest you be entangled in the wiles of the adversary, and do 
that which will bring reproach- on the work of the Lord,. and disgrace you, 
before him and His servants. Let al] be subject to the counsel of those sect 


| 


over them, and the Lord shall bless your labors, provide for your wants, and 
cause your hearts to rejoice and be.glad. . 

To the Saints we say, constantly bear in mind your high and holy calling, 
lay aside all trifling and bickerings, let every family be set in order ; go not 
out of your dwellings in the morning, nor lay yourselves down at night, with- 
out commending yourselves and familieS intothe hands of the Lord. Sustain 
by your faith ol prayers the Authorities of the Church in your midst, 
pe a ready obedience to their counsel, and the Lord will bless you with 

Is spirit. 

To the poor Saints we say, lay aside every degree of extravagance, let 

your wants be few and simple, and only such as are necessary ; let peers 
thing be managed with economy and prudence, laying aside all you can for 

athering; if you are faithful and diligent in doing your part, the Lord will 

o His, and you will be gathered ;—bear in mind that it is the faithful Saints 
that the Lord will gather. ) 

Let all the ‘Saints in the colonies, excepting the American Elders, and 
such as shall receive private counsel to act otherwise, prepare to flee to 
Zion. Let all whose circumstances will permit commence to arrange their 
affairs, so that they may be ready to go in the next company, which will 
leave about April next. Our cnueat is that all who can do so, should 
gather up at that time;—-let the Saints obey this counsel and they shall be 
~ blessed. We would remind them that the time is very short when the 
difficulties in the way of gathering will be much greater than at present; for — 
there is a day of dedieaenn, trouble, and affliction hovering over these lands. 

It makes our hearts rejoice to learn of the prosperity of the work of the 
Lord throughout the land ; new fields of labor are opening calls for preaching 
from different places; it is strictly true in reference to the work in these 
colonies that the harvest is great and the laborers few; and we pray that 
- the Lord may raise up more laborers. 

We were, during the first twelve months, materially aided in rolling forth 
the work, and in ruling and guiding the Church in these lands, by the wis- 
dom, zeal, energy and perseverance of Elder W. Hyde, who was appointed 
first counsellor by the Authorities in Zion, who in consequence of ill-health 
returned home in April last, Elder J. W. Fleming succeeded him, Elder B. 
Frost taking the place of the second counsellor. | 

We hope continually to possess the confidence and prayers of the Saints, 
that we may with an undeviating integrity of purpose, do the will of the Lord, 
and that whilst we are in the world, we may be kept from the evil thereof, 
so that we may be constantly clothed _— with His spirit, and be qualified 
on all oceasions to do the work that He hath given unto us. May peace, love, 
and union greatly prevail, and the salvation of Israel's God attend His 


Saints in these lands, Amen. 
a AUGUSTUS FARNHAM, 
JOSEPH W. FLEMING, 
BURR FROST. 


THE HALF-YEARLY CONFERENCE OF THE CHURCH OF 
 JESDS CHRIST, OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS, HELD IN 
THE OLD ASSEMBLY ROOMS, KING STREET, SYDNEY, 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER Ist, 1854. | 
PRESENT—— 


| 
| 
| 

Bilder Augustus Farnbam, President of the Australasian Mission. 
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Elder Josiah W. Fleming, his first counsellor. 

Travelling Elders, James Graham, John S. Eldridge, John M‘Carthy, 
William Cooke. 

Sydney Branch, John Jones, President, and William Robb and Robert 
Evans his ‘counsellors. 

Hunters River, John Penfold. 

The Services were opened with a prelule on the Harmonian, by Professor 
Nixon, late from London. When the 103rd Hymn was =. 

Come Spirit Heavenly dove ;” Elder J. W. Fleming. 

Sung ‘“‘ Awake ye that slumber arise from the dust.” 

Elder John Jones then declar2d the Meeting opened for tue transaction of 
business, when it was moved, seconded and carried, that Elder Jones be the 
clerk of the conference. | 

It was moved, seconded and carried, that Elder Augustus Farnham pre- 
side at this conference. 

It was then moved, seconded and carried, that Elder J. Jones be receiv- 
ed and sustained as President of the Sydney Branch, and W. Robb and R. 
Evans as his counsellors. 

It was moved, seconded and carried, that we receive and sustain Elder A. 
Farnham as President of the Australian Mission, and J. W. Fleming and 
B. Frost as his counsellors. 

The President then said that there had been some deaths among the au- 
thorities of the church in Zion, and it was not positively known who had suc- 
ceeded to the vacancies thus made, therefore the receiving and sustaining all 
the authorities of the Church, will be embraced in one resolution. 

It was then moved, seconded and carried, that we receive and sustain Brig- 
ham Young as President of the Church of Jesus Christ throughout the 
world, and as our Prophet, Seer and Revelator in Israel, also that we receive 
and sustain his panes and all ahe authorities of the Church in Zion and 
throughout the world. 

The President next called for the report of the traveHing Elders : 

Elder J. W. Fleming rose and said that he had been travelling in company 
with J. S. Eldridge, immediately after last conference we proceeded up the 
S. W. section, yisiting Penant Hills, Windsor, Richmond, Pitt Town, calling 
at Camden, were we baptized one, after which we returned to Sydney, when 
after spending half a day, we proceeded to the Hunters River. We have 
since then been travelling in that section, visiting Newcastle, Maitland, Hun- 
ter’s River district, Clarence Town, Allen River, preaching at each of these 


- 
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have also baptized 24, the total number of members are 66. 
The work of the Lord in that section is open prospects are 


for many are believing, calls are being made for preaching, even from the 


head of the Allen River. The Lord has blessed us, the way has up | 
before us, our ministrations have not failed in one instance, and we have not 
lacked for anything. 


Elder James Graham being called upon, said, Beloved brethren and frienda, 
I am glad of the privilege of standing before you, have been travelling in 
the district of the Five Islands, before brother M’Carthyleft, we baptized 
two, since then, there has been three more baptized, several others. are ke 
lieving. It seems that the Lord has set his hand to do a work in that place, * 
and I am helping him all I can. 


Elder John M’Carthy being called, said, that be had been trétvelling ip the 
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district of the Five Islands, but found that field too narrow for two men to 
travel in, sol returned to Sydney, through Liverpool, Smithfield, Parra- 
matta, preaching at each place, but the people are very dark, not disposed _ 
to receive the truth. SincethenI have been travelling, visiting different 
persons, especially the clergy, leaving with them pamphlets on the doctrines of 
church, have also been visiting and preaching at North Shore, where I have 
baptized two, they appear to be good Saints, and are present with us, there 
are others there who will obey. the gospel. 

Elder W. Cooke being called, said, it is with peculiar feelings that I stand 
before you to represent the Victoria conference. 

This I do at the request of Elder Frost the President of that conference, 
there has been 22 baptisms since last report. ‘There are five Branches con- 
taining 51 members, Seventy, 1 High Priest, 5 elders, 2 priests, 1 teacher. It 
is 15 months since I arrived here from California, and was baptized for the 
remission of my sins, and having received the Holy Ghost, by the laying on of 
hands I was enabled onthe following Sunday to testify to the truth of this 
work, I was ordained an Elder and sent forth to preach the gospel, I proceeded 
to Melbourne where I found Elder Frost who was, and is doing his utmost to 
spread the work ; he has peculiar difficulties to contend with, more so perhaps 
than you have here, for the reason that the love of money has greater influence 
there than here, and it is also a younger colony, which causes the population to 
be more scattered, so that there are greater difficulties in the way of the saints 

thering together, and of transit from one place to another, here you may jump 
into a coach or steamboat and visit the different fields of labour, while if he 


wants to visit any of the branches there, he must put his swag on his back and 
tramp it on foot. Before I came _ there was a conference held at Castle- 


maine, buton account of these obstacles many could not attend ; yet the work 
ot the Lord is rolling forth, President Frost sent Elder M’Knight to the new 
diggings to see if any opening could be made there, he returned and Elder 
Simons has been appointed on a mission to the Avoca diggings. 

Elder Cooke also stated that a letter had been received from,Elder Paul, 
Smith, who is labouring at Geelong, which shewed that he was gaining influ- 
e1ce amongst that people, had hired the Masonic Hall to preach in, and was 
doing all he could to lay before them the principles of etermal life and sal- 
vation. 

The President rose and said that he had received a letter from Adelaide, 
the news from that place was cheering, for the Lord was blessing his ser- 
vants with much of His spirit, there had been a public discussion on the 
principles of the gospel, the question being put to the vote at the close ofthe , 
meeting the decission was given in favour of the Elders. They had just 
concluded a conference at which several were called to the Holy priesthaod, 
and new fields of labour appointed. There had been 19 baptized during the 
last quarter, there was in that conference 1 seventy, 1 H. P., 2 Elders, 3 
Priests, 2 Teachers, 45 members, total 54. 

We see, that the work does not take very deep hold in the cities, as it is 
here, so we fiad it to be in Meloourne and Adelaide, the increase is princi- 
pally ia the couatry districts, wiere the people are less priestridden, we find 
that mthe various fields of labour there has, been 72 baptized during the 
past quarter, ani information has heen received of several families that are 
waiting to be bapiized, there are also some ready in this city. | 

The Prdsident then called upon the clerk to read the following letters re- 
ceived from, Elder William Hyde. . He also stated that he had received a 
letter from Mr. Pone, owner of thé Julia Ann, which would appear in the 
eo;ucons of the Watchman. 
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—Orignal Correspondence. 


San Pedro, June 12th, 1854. ) 


Prestpent Faryuam, 

I improve the first opportunity of informing you of our passage and safe 
arrival in this place, on board mo barque “ulin Ann.” MWe sailed from 
Newcastle, as you are aware, on the 22nd of March; the breeze on our set- 
ting off was excellent, and for several days our speed was at the rate of ten 
knots per hour ; at first there was considerable sickness among the passen- 
gers, as was to be expected; but this, as also the measles, which were with 
us when we started, soon wore away. On the 29th Sister Allen gave birth 
to a-son, and all got along well. We had then a strong breeze which con- 
tinued to increase, and by the 5th, 6th and 7th augmented to a gale, and our 
way was on the mountain wave, but our gallant barque bore us proudly and 

ly over it. Sister Allen, who had taken a slight cold, was by my ad- 
vice taken into the cabin, where she was faithfully watched over for a week, 
when she thought herself able to return to her own room, and was permitted 
to do so. On the 16th of April we put into Huaniea, an Island of the 
Society group, about thirty leagues westward of Otahita, our object was to 
take in a fresh supply of water. The heat of the sun was intense, and had a 
= effect upon Sister Allen. On the 17th, at twelve o’clock, she was 
ound running very low, and so sudden was her relapse, that at sunset her 
life was despaired off, on the 18th, at nine o’clock, she died, or rather fell 
asleep, as it a to those who were watching over her. She was buried 
in a respectable manner, at twelve o'clock, the 19th, I delivered a short dis- 
course on the occasion, the scene was truly impressive, and every possible 
respect was shown by the officers and all on board, as soon as the funeral 
service was over, we again hoisted sail and put to sea, all in as good spirits 
as could be expected under existing circumstances. We had preaching every 
sabbath, and prayers every night and morning, and felt that the Lord was 
with us. On the 9th of May we came in view of two or three of the Sand- 
wich Islands, and on the 10th were alongside Owhyhee, and sent a boat to 
the shore for a supply of fresh provisions, while there, I learned that Brothers 
Cannon and Snider were on the Island, but I had no opportunity of getting 
any particular news, I left a lett»r for them, and a few numbers of the “ Zion's 
Watchman,” after a detention at that place of about twenty-four hours, we 
again pursued our course to the best advantage the wind would permit. The 
north-east trades continued up to their highest latitude, at which point we 
came in contact with adverse winds, which drove us to the north and west, 
to Latitude 43, Longtitude 164, our place ofsdestination being in Latitude 33, 
Longtitude 118, after reaching the above named point, the «ind turned in our 
favour, and we again began to near our anxiously wished for port of destina- 
tion. You will see by dates that the first part of our passage was performed 
in excellent time, and the last half does not change my views of the sailing 
ualities of the vessel, as no vesse] can make a speedy passage with the winds 
ead a head, as before stated, our meetings were kept up every salsbath, and 
generally once or twice during the week, and wat is gratifying to me, scm2 
three or four who never before heard the gospel, have become fully convinced 
of its truth, amongst whom is the first mate. The officers generally, have 
shown us every kindness I could reasonably Icok for. The saints as a general 
thing have been quick to listen to my instructions, for which my soul feels to 
bless them. Sisters Staply and Bryant have lately remarked to me, they were 
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told before leaving Australia, they would not be able to endure the fatigues of 
the journey, but they could not see but they a as good health, and 
were just as happy on the vessel as when at home, and much more so in antici- 
pation of soon bein numbered with the saints’ in Zion. 

Relative to the return of the vessel to Sydney, Mr. Pond is still of opini- 
on, he will perform the trip in seven months from the time we sailed, and 
should there be a company of saints in readiness, I do not think the chances 
will be very frequent for finding a vessél on this trade, where the same num- 
ber of passengers can be accommodated. I have written this on board the 
vessel, and have no particular news, save such as relates to our voyage, my 
health has been improving during the entire pesnege, and if ever a person was 
truly grateful, I think Iam. Mr. Pond will be either the bearer of this, or 
forward it to you, from San Francisco. The saints all unite with me in love 
to you, and all those they have left behind; Sisters Lilly and, Geordge who 
sailed from Sydney, are well. Don’t forget my kind regard to all the brethren 
of the Mission, and may the Lord whose servant you are, bless you and all 
the saints, with much of his spirit, and with every desirable favour, is the 
sincerest desire of your ever faithful friend and brother in the cause of truth, 

WILLIAM HYDE. 

P.S.—I have just been on shore and find by a letter left for me that Elder 
C. C. Rich has just left here on his way from San Francisco for San Ber- 
nadino, that he had got the news in San Francisco of this company’s bei 
on the way, and has left directions for our course of proceedings, all of whi 
is truly satisfactory to us. All is well in San Bernadino, heavy crops com- 
ing in, saints gathering from the upper country, &c. 


San Francisco, July 7, 1854. 
Exper Avoustus FaArNHAM, 
the Mejor” lotr placall fo say hands 

I send by the “‘Fanny Major” a letter in m r friend 
and William Hyde : he has given you of our 
voyage, which was a — and tedious one. We arrived at Huainea, 
one of the Society Islands, in 22} days, the quickest trip on record; but 
barnacles-and grass there mg on the bottom of the vessel, which affect- 
ed her speed very materially. We had a succession of head winds for some 
fifty days. 1 shall take m a cargo of timber and return at once to Sydney, 
nae should be glad then to make another passenger engagement with you, 
and do hope that another trip may prove more expiditious and successful than 
our last. I hope to be with you about Ist of October. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
B. F. POND. 


The President said he was glad that, with the exception of Sister Allen, 
the company had arrived safe at San Pedro, you are well aware, that the pa- 
rs are continually teeming with reports against the Saints, false and slan- 
erous reports were circulated in reference to that company ; but I know 
that if Mr. Pond, the owner of the “Julia Ann,” and Captain Davis, and 
the Purser were here, they would each certify, as they did at the time 
of departure, that they never saw business more correctly and expeditiously 
transacted, than was the business pertaining to the shipment of that company, 
and they also stated that they never saw a company that were so easy to be 


| = 
| 
| 


159 


governed, by the voice of one man ag that company of Saints were, -who, 
they remarked, were always ready to hear and obey my. counsel, and I 
never transacted business with three persons, who conducted themselves so 
gentlemanly as did the three here alluded to, and by reference to the letter 
just read it will be seen that they maintained that character throughout their 
dealing with the Saints. The same order is observed every where by the 
a when they gather, for they act according to the order given by reve- 
ation. | 

The Saints can read and understand that order. It is our business to do 
every thing correctly according to its requirements. It rejoices me much to 
hear of their safe arrival and of the kind treatment they received from the 
officers of the vessel, she is daily expected in Port, when I shall endeavour 
to contract for her return in April next to take another company, and if the 
company should be too numerous for the Julia Ann I shall endeavour to 
arrange with the same owner for a larger vessel. 

There is likely to be a great change here in reference to gathering, for I 
have received letters from Melbourne, Adelaide, and the Cape of Good 
Hope, seeking counsel on this subject, and if it should appear, when all things 
are duly considered, that it will be cheaper and better to sail from this port ; 
then this place will become the point from which the Saints in these places 
will proceed across the Pacific. This would cause the gathering to possess 
a deeper and more important interest to this place. 

In the Great Salt Lake movements are ve uliar at this time, more 
so than at any other, 90 brethren have been ¢ led to go on missions among 
the Lamanites, they are also establishing different branches as gathering places, 
one near St. Louis, in Missouri, the great mobocratic state, another in Ohio a 
short distance from the Kirtland Temple, another in St. Jose, California Mis- 
sionaries are being sent to find an Island to which the Islanders can flee from 
tyrany, which they can possess and have their own laws to govern them. 

The work is rolling forth with greater power and influence than ever. 

There is something remarkable about to take place, when the servants of 
the Lord are sent to those places were the gospel was first preached, and 
were it was rejected, according to the scriptures there must be.a binding up 
of the law and a sealing up of the testimony, yes there is something remark: = 
ble at hand, when the gospel is sent among the Lamanites who have a tradi- 
tion of the book of Mormon, that book, that the learned look upon with so 
much indifference and esteem as a novel. When that people know that it 
is the good book that belonged to them, (their fathers) and which has been 
so long lost, their confidence in it will be strong; then will this work roll 
forth with greater power and will continue to increase*in power until truth 
and righteousness are established. 

It is intended to appoint a mission to New Zealand. It belongs to me to 
open the gospel in that place, Elder William Cooke will accompany me. I 
feel a great interest in that mission. The Lord has many chosen ones on 
those Islands, the gospel must te preached to all, the world has to be warned, 
otherwise it cannot be condemned. This mission has got to be sustained 


and furnished with means, my desire is to do the work of God not to gra- 
tify my own feelings. This mission has presented itself before me with deep 
interest from the first, but I have never until now, seen my way clear in re- 
reference to it. 
When the Lord calls I must obey. ee 
It was moved, and seconded and carried, that the mission to New Zea- 
_ land, be sustained and furnished with means. : 
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The President next presented the Hunters River District, and said that 
the Saints there were scattered, and were not organized. It was necessary 
that they should be organized and have a president to watch over them. 

It was moved, seconded and carried, that Elder John Pcnfold be the Pre- 
sident of the Hunter’s River Branch, also tat brother Jesse C. Penfold be 
called to the office of an Elder to assist the president, and that brother G. 
Hunter be the Priest of said branch. 

Sang the 5th Hymn,—*“ Great is the Lord it is good to praise.” 

Benediction by Elder J. Jones. 

Meeting adjourned until 3 p. m. 

Conference met pursuant to adjournment. 

roe opened by singing the 32nd Hymn, “Jesus, from whom all bles- 
5 ow.” | 
rayer by Elder J. Graham. 

The President administered the sacrment, and addressed the Saints on the 
necessity of unity, charity, obedience, in all things, showing that it was the 
love of the truth that sustained the Saints, and gave them power over the 


_ devil, also that the Melchesidec Priesthood was the power of God, by it we 
- should be perfected through suffering, until we receive a celestial glory. 


Sang the 84th Hymn, “Come sound his praise abroad.” 

_ The President then gave covns:l for all the Saints in Australia except the 

American Elders to prepare themselves according to the word of the Lord, 

to leave this land for the land of Zion, about April next. He then called 

upon Elder J. Jones to address the meeting. Sang the 173rd Hymn, ‘“ In 
po ting y 

ancient days men feared the Lord.” , 

It was moved, seconded and carried, that brother Joseph Ri be called 
to the office of an Elder, and brother Enoch Gurr to that of a Priest. Be- 
nediction by President Farnham, adjourned until 7 P. ™. 

Conference 7 p. M. met pursuant to adjournment, meeting opened by singing 
21st Hymn, moves in a mysterious way,” &c. 

Prayer by Elder J. Jones, Sang 63rd Hymn, “ Happy is the man who 
hears instruction’s warning voice.” Elder J. Graham addressed the meeting. 
Sang the 54th Hymn, “ Praise ye the Lord ’tis good to raise,” Benediction 
by Elder J. W. Fleming, adjourned until Monday morning at 4 past 10 
o'clock a. 

Monday morning, Conference met at the office 103, Parramatta-street. 

_ Meeting opened by prayer, by Elder J. W. Eldridge. The Saints were 
addressed by several Elders, during which much instruction and counsel was 
given, and we were greatly blessed by the influence of the spirit of the Lord. 

A council of male members was called for the evening, ‘Benediction by 
Elder J. W. Fleming at } past 7 p. m. | 

Meeting opened by prayer, by Elder J. Graham. 

The meeting was ivened by the President and Elders, Fleming and 
Jones, after which trothers Joseph mt and Jesse C. Penfold were ordained 
to the Elders office, E. Gurr to that of a Priest, and brother Peter Penfold 
to the office of a Teacher, for the Hunter’s River Branch, Benediction by 
Elder J. Jones, Meeting adjourned until } past 7, Tuesday cvening. 

M eting opened by singing. 

Prayer by Elder J. W. Fleming, after which a hymn was sung. 

At the request of the President, the Clerk laid before the brethren, the 


subject of the P Emigration Fund, the President ~~ him on 


_ the same subject, the meeting was also addressed by Elder J. W. 
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_It was then moved, seconded and carried, that the conference adjourn to 
the first Sunday in January, 1855; Benediction by the President. , 
J. JONES, Crerx, 
_A. FARNHAM, Presipent. 


ELEVENTH GENERAL EPISiLE OF THE PRESIDENCY OF 
THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY 
SAINTS. 


TO THE SAINTS IN THE VALLEYS OF THE MOUNTAINS, AND THOSE SCAT- 
TERED ABROAD THROU JHOUT THE EARTH GREETING. 


( From the “Deseret News,” April 13.) 


BeLovepD BretHren,—Ever feeling a deep and abiding interest in 
the prosperity of Zion, and the advancement of our Redeemcr’s 
Kingdom upon the earth, and being also desirous of benefiting, cheer- 
ing, and consoling the Saints in their warfare against the machina- 
tions of Satan, and the power of the adversary, we feel to dedicate 
unto you, a short time in delineating a few items of the history of the 
past, our general warfare, intentions, desires, &c., for your edifica- 

tion and instruction. | 
Since our last General Epistle, we have received intelligence of the 
geueral success and spread of the Gospel of Christ, with few ae 
Sy 


tions, wherever it has been preached ; which is cheering to our sou 
and causes our hearts to rejvice in the goodness of God towards our 
fellow men, by inclining the honest in heart among the nations of the 
earth, unto the truth as it is in Christ Jesus. 

Prosperity has generally characterized all our efforts, both at home 
and abroad ; and the work is making rapid progress throughout the 
earth. ‘The Lord has opened the way befvie the Elders in foreign 
countries, and upon the islands of the sea, in the most remarkable 
manner. No mission has been appointed, vut the Elders appointed 
to gv have been able to reach their destination with little or no de- 
lay; andin all, except Prussia and the West India [slands, been per- 
mitted to remain and promulgate the Gospel in its fulness. 

Brothers llosea Stout, James Lewis, aad Chapman Duncan, re- 
turned from the China mission, after having arrived at Hong Kong 
and without effecting any impression, or establishing the standard of 
truth in that mighty empire. ‘This was owing to the disturbed state 
of the country, which hindered them penetrating the interior, and ac- 
quainting themselves with the manners, customs, and in some degiee 
the language of tho people. se 

In the Sandwich Islands, under the superintendence of Elders Phe 
lip B. Lewis, George Q. Cannon, B. F. Johnson, and others, the work , 
has been eminently sucgessful. By advices received from brothers 
Lewis and Cannon, dated Honolulu, November 20th, 1853, we learn - 
that over three thousand had been baptized, and that native Elders 
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were engaged, heart and hand, in publishing the glad tidings which 
are unto all people. The Mission, it is expected, will establish a press, 
and publish in the native language, the Book of Mormon being trans- 
lated and ready for publication. 

In the Society group, persecution has continued to rage against the 
Saints, insomuch that communication has measurably been cut 
off, the American Elders having been obliged to leave; they are, how- 
ever endeavouring to again open communication with the natives, 
many of whom, notwithstanding their persecution, continued, at last 
advices, to teach as well as practice those principles of life and salva- 
tion which they had formerly received from Elders Pratt and Grouard 
and others, who had been sent among them. ‘The brethren are ex- 
ploring to find an island where they can gather together and live in 

ace with each other, free from the pernicious influences that so un- 

appily pervades them, in all their intercourse with foreigners, in 
their present locations. 

The Calcutta mission, under the superintendency of Elder N. V. 
Jones, has been wonderfully preserved from the pestilence and tem- 
pests peculiar to that region, while passing from place to place, in 
the discharge of their various duties. ‘The Elders have visited, from 
this point, Ava, in the Burman Empire, Dinapoie, Chinsurah, Madras, 
and Ceylon, and it is expected that brothers Ludington and Savage 
are now.at Siam. Elders Findlay, West, and Dewey are at Bom- 
bay, and Elder Willis has been labouring in the Northern Provinces 
of India. 

Elder Jesse Haven was, at last advices, at Cape Town, where he 
had made a small beginning with good prospects. 

In Europe the Mi$sions have all been successful, with the exception 
of the Prussian. In Germany, France, and Italy, the work is slowly 
but surely progressing. The Book of Mormon has been translated 
and published in the Welsh, German, French, Italian, and Dutch 
languages. No death among the foreign mission has been heard of 
except that of Willard Snow, who died on board of ship, sailing from 
Copenhagen to Hull, on the 25th of August, 1853. 

The Elders appointed to go to the West India Islands, remained 
there but a short time, as their presence seemed to be regarded in 
rather an unfavourable light by the authorities. They, together with 
those appointed to British Guiana, sailed for the United States, where 
with the exception of Elijah ‘Thomas, who returned last fall, they have 
been labouring. 

Elder Orson Pratt is still at the City of Washington, publishin 
the “Seer,” but will return this season; as also will Elder S. W. 
Richards, now presiding in Great Britain, and H. S. Eldirdge, Pre- 
Sident at St. Louis. : 

Elders Lyman and Rich are still at San Bernardino, presiding 
over that Stake, which is said to be ina fléurishing condition. The 
remainder of the Twelve Apostles have been laboring, since our Jast, 
in this territory, through the various settlements, as duty seemed to 
require. 
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On the 15th of November, a company raised by brother Orson 
Hyde left for Green River County, and have settled on Smith’s Fork 
at a place they call Fort Supply. The settlement consists of abou 
one hundred efficient men. | 

There have also been considerable accessions to the various set- 
a south, in accordance with the instructions given at last Con- 
erence. . 

On the 16th of October, the main company of Saints, emigrating by 
the aid of the Perpetual Emigrating Fund company, arrived in good 
health, having accomplished the journey across the plains without 
accident, or any material loss, except cattle. | 

On the 25th of the same month, the Valley of the great Salt Lake 
was covered with snow, but the weather continued mild thereafter, 
until about the 10th of January, since when, until about the 18th of 
March, we have had pretty constant cold or stormy weather—the 
thermometer at times ranging, nineteen degrees below Zero. 

On the 8thof November, Captain Morris, with his command, and 
the remainder of the lamented Captain Gunnison’s Pacific Railroad 
kxploring party, arrived in this city; since when they have remain- 
ed here waiting for orders, and for the season to open, until the 4th 
day of April, when they left to resume their explorations. 

During the winter, common schools have been taught in the vari- 
ous wards; also, evening schools for lectures, and the acquisition of 
various languages. Elder P. P. Pratt has taught the Spanish, D. B. 
Huntirgton the Utah and Shoshone dialects ; he has also published 
a form or dictionary of a collection of Indian words and phrases, in 
each of those languages, for the benefit of the young learner. ,There 
have been regular meetings in all the Wards and Quorums, which 
have been very regularly attended. 

The Regency have formed a new Alphabet, which it is expected 
will prove highly beneficial, in acquiring the English language, to 
foreigners, as well as the youth of our country. We recommend it 
_to the favourable consideration of the people, and desire that all of 
our teachers and instructors will introduce it in their schools and to 
their classes. The Orthography of the English language needs re- 
forming—a word to the wise is sufficient. 

(n the 5th February, the Seventies held their quarterly Conference, . 
in the Social Hall, which, although the weather was very stormy, was 
well attended, and continued two days. During this meeting, three 
new Quorums were organized—the 37th, 38th, and 39th. | 

The Wall around the Temple Block has advanced considerably 
since our last Epistle ; the stone and adobie work, except the coping 
and gates, being completed on two and a half sides. 

. The City Wall is also fast progressing, and it is expected will be 
finished the presentseason. Many of the settlements have secured 
themselves by forting in; but much remains to be done. It is desira- 
ble; and. we urge it upon all the Saints, to not cease their vigilance, 
nor their’ exertions, until thejr defences are completed. Although the 
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Indians are quiet, and have heen for several months, yet we have no 
assurance that they will remain so; it therefore becomes necessary 
for your temporal salvation and the quiet of the territory, that you 
should be prepared for any emergency that may arise. 

We tell all the Saints in the valleys of the mountains, in the name 
of Israel’s God, if you do not better observe the counsel which is 
given, and comply with the requirements of vour leaders, you will 
suffer loss, the natural consequence of disobedience. ‘Ihe Lord wil 
have a people who will do His bidding, who will comply with His 
reasonable requirements. [fnot willingly, they may expecttobe chas- 
tised; for the Lord is not to be trifled with after pouring out His 
blessings of intelligence in floods of light by revelation of principles 
pure and holy, of deliveratce from oppression and mobocracy, and 
unequalled prosperity in peace and quietness. 

From henceforth let one and all go forth with one accord and build 
their forts, wall in their cities and villages, herd and guard their cat- 
tle and other property and keep their guns and ammunition in good 
order and convenience, ready for instant use; and then, when thus 
prepared and ready at all points to ward off danger, to defend vour- 
selves, and continually guarded against surprise, and you meet the 
Indians, treat them civilly, friendly ; endeavour to get speech with 
and treat with them in a friendly manner; seek to gain their good 
will, and induce them from their hostility, their savage and warlike 
feelings, their propensities for theft, shedding of blood, and plunder, 
and to follow the pursuits of peace and civilization. ‘They, as well as 
ourselves and all others, are in the hands of God. Let us do our 
duty, and all will be well. Let us also exert ourselves to save Israel, 
not destroy them, for the promises concerning them will be fulfilled. 

On the 12th of December the Legislative 4ssembly of Utah ‘Ter- 
ritory organized in the State House of this city ; and after holding 


the usual session, passing laws upon various subjects, and adopting 


various memorials tu Congress, adjourned, having accomplished what 
business came before them. 7 

Among the most important of their acts will be found “ An act re- © 
gulating herd grounds and herdsmen,” and a law authorizing the 
construetion of a canal from Utah Lake, or the outlet thereof above 
the rapids, to Great Salt Lake, a distance of about 40 miles, which, 
when completed, will furnish water for irrigating many thousand acres 
of ground land, which otherwise would remain comparatively useless. 
The Legislature also memorialized Congress fur a National Railroad 
across the Continent ; and on the 31st of January there was a pub- 
lic meeting held in the Tabernacle, which was very numerously at- 
tended, spirited and enthusiastic in its proceedings ; the Memorial 
of the Legislature was adopted, as well as a series of Résolutions 
expressive of, their feelings in relation to that important subject. 

The law ——a herding is of the more importance to us, as a 
people to be observed, as the natural wealth of the country, which 
consists in grazing, induces heavy investments in stock growing. 
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This fills our valleys with stock, which, too often ranging without 
proper herding, is often lost, and is liable-to be stolen by Indian or 
white thieves: consequently not only lost to the owner, but actually fur- 
nishes inducements and temptations to the natives, who are truly_ig- 
norant, aad know no better than to commit crime. For generations 
and centuries they have held and tanght their children, that to be 
successful in robbery, thieving, and war, was the path to glory, the 
road to influence and power. Jlow then can we expect them to re- 
frain, when they have the opportunity, from taking our stuck? Let 
us act wisely and take care of our stock and property, and not tempt 
them to take it by giving such ample opportunity by neither guard- 
ing nor herdingit. It is like throwing irrsistible temptations in 
their way. 

(in the 9th of November, the Indians burned six houses at Sum- 
mit Creek ; and on the 23rd of November, news arrived of their hav- 
ing burned a saw-mill near Manti; and on the 6th of January the 
place called Allred’s Settlement, which was evacuated last summer, 
was burnt to the ground. | 
- On the 26th day of February, eighty head of cattle were driven 
from Spanish Fork and Springville settlements. 

These are the last depredations that we have heard of being com- 
mitted. And we now say, that every solitary instance of Indian hos- 
tility and depredation has Leen committed through neglect, disobedi- 
ence of erders, carelessness, or disregarding the counsel which has 
been given from time to time. Brethren, when will you be wise, and 
follow in the precepts of wisdom? Must you first be destroyed and 
wasted away like unto the Nephites, or will you hearken untv coun- 
sel in time to save yourselves and your families, your flocks and your 
herds from destrue‘ion ? 

Having received advices that Indian Walker was friendly disposed 
and wished to make peace, Major Bedell, Indian A gent fur this Ter- 
ritory, and Interpreter Huntington, accordingty went to Fillmore, the 
place fixed by him, and his band, to meet them, and concluded a 
treaty of peace. But let no person presume thereby to fall asleep, 
lulled into a false security, to be awoke only by the warwhoop of the 

We have also learned that some friendly Indians at Pe teet-nete 
have finally succeeded in finding some of the cattle which were driven 
from Spanish Fork on the 28th day of February, and actually re- 
turned some 25 head of them—the remainder having been killed. — 

It is proper to state, that many of these depredations, in fact nearly 
all of them, have been committed in the absence of Walker and Ar- 
rowpine, and without their knowledge or consent. It is known that 
he was hostile in his feelings, but many of his men were much more 
so, and he found it impossible longer to restrain them. | 


It. was not Walk-r nor his band who massacred Captain Gunnison . 


and party, but a band of the Utahs called Pahvantes, with whom they 
had no communications at the time, and who had been uniformly 


friendly previous thereto, although they were, at the time of that un- 
fortunate occurrence, actually gathering to come against the settle- _ 
ment at Fillmore, to retaliate upon them the murder of one of their 
‘own men, by a company of California emigrants, who passed through 
their country a few days previous. —- 

‘During the Indian troubles of the past season, Elder George A. 
Smith has been very active; and to his influence and untiring exer- 
tions may be attributed the execution of those prompt and energetic 
measures which so suddeniy placed the sett'ements in a comparative 
state of security, Wenow most sincerely hope and trust that they 
will profit by the lessons of the past season, and hereafter not depart 
from the observance of those precepts which their experience has so 
fully illustrated were fraught with wisdom, and were for their safety 
and preservation. 

The crops of grain and vegetables were generally good, and were 
tolerably well preserved ; and it is presumed, notwithstanding so large 
an immigration, that there will, with proper economy, be sufficient 
to carry us safe through to another harvest. It is an evident truth 
that more grain should be raised. ‘The constant influx of people 
from all quarters; the demands of the Indian tribes for bread, and 
the almost certain prospect of es thousands to our borders, 
bids us prepare for the future. l’ood for man and beast, is the cry ; 
food for unnumbered millions who ere long will be pouring upon us 
like doves to the windows; food for a famishing world, spiritual and 
temporal; are the drafts we may expect to have to pay. 

Then prepare; fill up your minds with knowledge and wisdom, 
and your storehouses with grain ; raise and preserve your stock ; raise 
your own wool and flax; make yourown leather; and manufacture 
your own cluthing, soap, candles, oil, sugar, molasses, glue, combs 
brushes, glass, iron, and every other article within your reach, anc 
save your money. In this way you will stop this great draining of 
the precious metals from our midst, and be enabled tc do more for the 
spread of the Gospel, the gathering of Israel, the building up of Zion, 
and erecting a holy Temple unto the God of Jacob. 

Brethren, pay your tithing; and pay it in such a mannery too, as 
shall bs of some benefit ; as will avail something towarcs promoting 
the work of the last days. To him who thinks, if he can only ob- 
tain a credit upon the books, whether he dees anything or not; who 
indolently passes his time for the privilege of drawing pay, bui feels 
no interest in the work, or who grudgingly, penuriously settles and 
compromises with his own covetous soul whether to pay anything— 
to all such we say, you are mistaken if you consider that such offer- 
ifgs are acceptable in the sight of God; you might as well, aye, far 
better, keep away, than thus expose your half-hearted, selfish spirit. 
It is too much like the hypocritical cant of the day, to get a great deal 
of credit for doing nothing. | 
. Brethren, it is our counsel to you, to pay your tithing, to pay your 
debts. 4o the Perpetual. Emigrating Fund- Company, and make your 
consecrations in a spirit of liberality, and with a willing heart. 
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Bishops, we have a word of counsel to you. You are the fathers 
of the poor, and stewards in Israel. Lend your efficient aid in col- 
lecting together the tithing and consecrations of the Saints; and see 
that all is preserved and taken care of, and faithfully deposited in 
the Storehouse of the Lord, and not diverted from its legitimate use. 
True charity to a poor family or person consists in placing them in a 
situation in which they can support themselves. 


GENERAL INTELLIGENCE. 


MORMON OPERATIONS IN CALIFORNIA. 

Brigham Young, in his address to the Conference, says :—* This leads me 
to what I am now going to lay before the Conference ; and it will be an ex- , 
cellent text for the brethren to preach upon. I will lay a proposition before 
this Conference for them to decide upon. That is, for us to select a man 
and send him to Upper California : say, for instance, to Brother Horner's 
ranch, to lay out a place for the gathering of the saints in that vicinity of the 
world. Brother Amaza and Brother Rich have got a standard reared in 
Southern California already. We will also send men to Oregon, from those 
places, to preach the gospel, for many of those who have been chasing the 
gilded butterfly, until they have runinto the fire, and got pretty well scorched 
will be glad of the chance to forsake their follies and gather again unto the 
Saints. We will also establish a place of gathering there. We also wish to 
send men to the United States to establish two or three locations there for 
the gathering of the Saints. Then the English, Scotch, Welsh and German 
Saints, as well as Saints from other nations of the old world, whose greatest 
difficulty is to get waggons, teams, and provision, to cross the plains, when 
they have saved a few shillings, can cross over the waters to one of these 
pa er places, where they will be placed under the protection of a good 
elder sent to take care of them. We have just as good a right to go back to 
the United States to live, as any man has that lives there. This is what I 
have to lay before the Conference, to be a text for a few short discourses.. 
We contemplate poser wn. be post in Ohio, and another in Missouri, as 

thering points, to gather the brethren to, who are scattered abroad in those 

istricts, and who may in the future come into them.” 
EXTENSIVE EMIGRATION OF MORMONITES FROM WALES. 

The Emigration of Mormonites from the southern districts of Wales has, 
during the past few weeks, been most extensive. Large bodies of these 
deluded men have sold all they possessed and thrown the money into a 
common fund. Their numbers embrace all classes,—one gentleman, an in- 
habitant of Merthyr, in Glamorganshire, having contributed £2000, and 
joined the brethren. Many wealthy members of the sect in the neighbour- 

ood are selling all their property previous to departure. Upwards of 400 
of the religionists,—one an old woman of eighty years,—have just left for 
the Great Salt Lake City, having, spent tei last night in this country in 
preaching, praying, singing, &c. The party left for Liverpool by the 

wansea train, having taken an affecting farewell of their old mountain homes 
and fatherland. | 
ARRIVAL OF MORMONITES FROM AUSTRALIA. 

The Star says, fifty Mormon converts arrived by the Julia Ann, dis@m- 
barked at San Pedro, to join the Saints at San Bernardion. They number > 
twenty-seven men and women, and twenty-three children—first fruits of 


